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CARDIFF RSL SUB-BRANCH
COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS
- Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch administration and Welfare/Pension offices will be closed
until further notice.
- General meetings have been cancelled until further notice.
- All Welfare activities such as hospital, aged care facility and home visits have been
postponed until further notice.
- All new Pension inquires have been restricted until further notice.
- Members inquires during the COVID-19 restrictions can use the usual Cardiff RSL
Sub-Branch contact details.
Phone: 02 4953 7770, which has been diverted to the secretary’s mobile phone.
Email: admin@cardiffrslsubbranch.org.au.
Facebook: CardiffRSLsubBranch
Postage Address: (Subject to future access restrictions)
Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch
PO Box 374
CARDIFF NSW 2285
Garry (Mick) James
Secretary
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Further information of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) courtesy of
https://www.health.gov.au
CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) HEALTH ALERT
The World Health Organization has announced that COVID-19 is a pandemic. Find
out how we are monitoring and responding to the outbreak, how you can help slow
the spread of COVID-19 in Australia, and what to do if you have symptoms.
We also report the latest official medical advice and case numbers.
Daily case and situation updates
See daily reports on COVID-19 case numbers and the current situation in Australia
and overseas.
Protect others and stop the spread
We can all help slow the spread of COVID-19 in Australia.
To protect others you must:

practise good hygiene

practise social distancing

follow the limits for public gatherings

understand how to self-isolate if you need to
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ANZAC DAY 2020
courtesy of https://www.rslnsw.org.au/anzac-spirit/
Following discussions with the NSW Government, RSL NSW has made the
decision to cancel all public ANZAC Day commemoration services across the
state. Given the significant concerns around the spread of COVID-19, it would be
irresponsible to allow such large gatherings as we see each year on ANZAC Day
to go ahead.
HOW YOU CAN COMMEMORATE ANZAC DAY 2020

There’s no doubt that ANZAC Day 2020 will be very different to ANZAC Days of
previous years. While we will not be gathering at services or marches, there are
still ways to acknowledge ANZAC Day and ensure Australian servicemen and
women are appropriately remembered.
1. Record yourself reciting the ode or sharing a message of support for
veterans. Respond “Going” to our ANZAC Day 2020 Facebook event. Then use
the hashtag #ANZACSpirit and share how you’ll be commemorating privately, as
well as who you’ll be remembering this ANZAC Day.
2. Light up the dawn. At 6am on ANZAC Day, go to the end of your driveway or
stand on your balcony and listen to a brief commemorative service. Together –
even while apart – we’ll remember those who served and sacrificed. You can sign
the pledge to light up the dawn at rslanzacspirit.com.au
3. Tune into live services and virtual commemorative services. The ABC will
be broadcasting a 5.30am service from the Australian War Memorial in Canberra.
There will also be a 10am service from the Anzac Memorial in Sydney that will be
broadcast on ABC and streamed live.
4. Reach out to a mate who might be alone. Many people are alone during this
time of isolation. It’s an opportunity to invoke the ANZAC value of mateship and
check to see how a mate is doing.

Page 4

The Busted Bugle (Autumn 2020)

Message from Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch President
Hello to all you members, here's hoping you and your loved ones
are keeping safe from this dreaded Corona Virus (COVID-19),
staying home at your own place seems to be the only thing to do,
so I hope that you all take the advice from the Medical Profession
and we'll all come out of this hideous disease as good as we
were....do take care in these times please. We have seen the
recent closure of the Club, and this has meant that most if not all
the lovely people that were employed have either been stood
down or are taking leave if they have any......Also Gary (the clubs secretary
manager) must have felt devastated as he told them......I, do hope that he reemploys them. Gary, Ben and myself are working from home trying to keep you all
updated on things you all like to know about ,except the corona virus, just you
remember, we are here for you and your well-being, do not forget to ring us on our
home phone numbers if you are in need of help or just for a chat and we'll help as
much as we can....keep safe......If any member has lost their job we feel for you in
these troubled times, myself, Peter Sneesby and Peter Taylor are all available for a
chat if you wish, remember you are not alone, just keep your chins up. I have
devoted all my time this publication to the virus, and its happenings. I sincerely hope
that you are heeding this advice, please stay safe and well.

Syd Lynch. J P.
Hon. President
I got a new pair of gloves today, but they're both 'lefts' which, on the one
hand, is great, but on the other, it's just not right.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Message from the Sub-Branch Caterer (Ray Kelly)
It would be remiss of me not to thank all my BBQ helpers throughout
2019, and also to the Ladies of the Auxiliary who helped on the
serving line. Your help is greatly appreciated.
Thanks also to the Eastern Tiger Restaurant and the staff of Cardiff
RSL Club Ltd. Your help is greatly appreciated.

Thank you.

Ray
Apologies from the Editor as Ray’s thank you was meant to be in the 2019-2020
Summer Edition
Did you hear about the guy who got hit in the head with a can of soda?
He was lucky it was a soft drink.
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Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch RSL Auxiliary
Hon. President
Vice President
Vice President
Hon. Secretary
Hon. A/Secretary
Hon. Treasurer
Purchasing Officer

Pearl Abercrombie
Val Douglas
Gaie Urquhart
Debra Ernst
Lee Zeilemen
Kerry Forrester
Stella Brien

This is our report and update on what our Auxiliary has been doing.
As you know we have been curtailed on our fund raising efforts for about 2 years,
but now we have the right to go ahead and fund raise.
We sold Remembrance Day Poppies and Emblems at outlets such as ALDIs and
Bunnings (very disappointing result) and at the Club after a lovely day and very
moving service, lovely refreshments and drinks compliments of the Cardiff RSL SubBranch Committee.
Maybe those who are in charge of the designs of our Badges could ask for outside
help in the creation of these. A new look is definitaley needed sooner than later.
The Auxiliary held their annual Birthday luncheon, everyone enjoyed themselves.
Thank you girls for the beautiful craft work on our Trading table, the prizes on our
Tombola table were terrific, and our raffle was great. The tables in the room were a
site to behold, as all commented on this. It was masterminded by Bronwyn Morrow
(daughter our member Gai Urquhart and her friends as well as some of our girls).
Thank you to those who did craft, donated etc. You did a wounderful job.
This was followed on in December by the Sub-Branches Christmas luncheon. We all
had a fun loving day, each lady receiving a large box of chocolates – thank you to
the Sub-Branch. The table were once again out of this world done by Bronwyn and
friends, magnificient job.
Wishing all our members the best of health considering the current pandemic of the
Corona Virus (COVID-19).
God Bless

Pearl Abercrombie
Hon. President
Thanks for explaining the word "many" to me, it means a lot.
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Message from the Padre

St Thomas Cardiff, Anglican Church of Cardiff
The Good Samaritan of Gallipoli
The world is a competitive place. We compete over resources, opportunities,
education, jobs, relationships and the basic necessities of life. And, over the last few
weeks, we’ve even had to compete over toilet paper as well as some of life’s basic
foodstuffs. In the process it becomes patently obvious that life in this world can be a
cutthroat business that inflicts an incredible amount of pain. And the number of the
“walking wounded” is increasing daily, particularly now with the current health crisis.
But no matter how the injuries occur, suffering people will always need the
compassion of Jesus, a compassion that can often be found in unexpected places.
This was certainly the case in WW 1 when Private John Simpson Kirkpatrick used
donkeys to evacuate wounded men from the slopes of the valley in Gallipoli and took
them to the dressing stations on the beach of ANZAC Cove. He was called a variety
of names: Scotty, Murphy, Simmie and generally “The Man with the Donk”. And he’s
gone down in history as the “Good Samaritan of Gallipoli”.
And it’s no wonder when you look at some of the parallels. For, just like Simpson,
the Good Samaritan in Jesus’ parable (Luke 10: 30-37) does what is instinctive and
natural because of who he is. The parable is the story about a man who is attacked
by robbers while travelling from Jerusalem to Jericho. The man is left for dead and a
priest, who was going down the same road, sees the man but doesn’t stop. And,
then, when a Levite (a temple assistant) sees the man, he too doesn’t stop and just
walks by on the other side of the road. The Samaritan on the other hand, who was
an enemy of the Jews, stops when he sees the injured man. And going over to him,
the Samaritan and soothed his wounds with olive oil and wine and bandaged them.
Then he put the man on his own donkey and took him to an inn and paid for his
care.
Jesus told this parable after an expert in religious law asked him the question: “Who
is my neighbour?” The parable provides the answer, loud and clear -- anyone who is
in need! And it illustrates that people should give their love wholeheartedly, just as
God does.
Christ today is still longing to touch this suffering world through the compassion of
people like Private John Simpson Kirkpatrick. For Christ is calling us to look for pain
in the eyes of others. And to reach out, like Good Samaritans, to an ever-changing
and wounded world with a love that has hands and feet.

Rev Gary Atherton
Rector, Parish of Cardiff
What do you call a priest that becomes a lawyer? A father in law.
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211 Army Cadet Unit (ACU) Newcastle

This start of 2020 has been different to say the least. Due to the Bush Fires the
January promotion Courses were cancelled. This was due to the cadet’s
accommodation being required for Emergency Services. Saying that 211 ACU has
had a good start to the year. We have signed up some 20 New Recruits this term
hard & did well. We have packed a lot of activity in the first few months of the year.

Part of Term 1 2020 Intake.

211 was invited to attend the annual National Servicemen & Combined Forces
March & Memorial Ceremony on 16FEB20. That took place at Civic Park Newcastle.

Civic Park 2020

211 Marching down Auckland Street

We took 35 Cadets to Singleton Training Range 13-15MAR20 Along with other
cadets from 21 Bn (Hunter/Central Coast Region). We had a live shoot scheduled
but this did not take place due to a shortage of Ares Staff (due to the Bush Fire
commitment. Senior Cadets took part in a JNCO Course and less experienced
cadets took part in field training. Subjects including Navigation, Fieldcraft & Radio
procedure. 211 supplied all of their SNCO’s to carryout lecture duties for the JNCO
candidates. Reports back from the Battalion Staff were that all our SNCO’s did very
well.

Midday Mess
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In the last edition of the Busted Bugle I did not have photos from last years end of
years Ceremonial & Prize giving Parade. This parade was one of the biggest we
have ever had. 321 family members & Official Guests were in the crowd. We had
exactly 50 uniformed cadets all armed with the F88 AUSTYER with four cadets
taking their place with the Army Band Newcastle. I was extremely proud of efforts of
our cadets their drill was extremely good as was their dress & bearing (or as good as
DPCU can look).

March past

211 Band Members

Eye’s Right

The 211 Ladies

Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 upheaval, all cadets have been ordered to
cease all activities to at least the 01MAY20. This means that all parade nights, all
field activities and all Ceremonial activities (ANZAC Day). This is very disappointing
to all staff & cadets. As I know it will be for all Veterans.
Cardiff RSL Sub -Branch’s continued support is greatly appreciated by all Cadets &
Staff of 211 ACU.

Peter Lockwood
Captain (Officer Commanding 211 ACU Newcastle)
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In this edition of the Busted Bugle I write to extend a hand of support to you as we
continue to gain an understanding of COVID-19 and the impact it may have on our
local communities.
There is no doubt these are extraordinary times. Information, guidance and advice
are changing rapidly, sometimes on a daily basis.
My role, as your local Member of Parliament, is to offer support to my constituents
on a range of issues and matters and I hope the information below is of some use to
you.

If you are concerned, call your GP or the national Coronavirus Health
Information Hotline on 1800 020 080 for advice. The hotline operates 24 hours a
day, seven days a week.

You can also call the Older Persons Advocacy Network on 1800 237 981 from
8am – 8pm Monday to Friday to discuss your concerns about COVID-19.

ABC News and ABC News Radio provide information, coverage and
resources which you may find relevant.

If you have online access, up to date information and advice is available at the
Department of Health (www.health.gov.au). State health department websites also
provide relevant information (www.health.nsw.gov.au).

If you want information on the stimulus package for retirees you can head to
the Treasury website (treasury.gov.au/coronavirus/households).

If you do not have online access or are unable to find the information you are
looking for please feel free to contact my electorate office on 02 4947 9546 or email
me at pat.conroy.mp@aph.gov.au.
I want to reassure you that I am thinking of you as we navigate through these
troubling times.
Please do not hesitate to contact my office if you require further assistance. Support
is simply a phone call away and we stand ready to assist if needed.
Yours sincerely

Pat Conroy MP
Federal Member for Shortland
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Member for Wallsend

67 Nelson Street, Wallsend NSW 2287 (PO Box 324)
Tel: (02) 4950 0955 Fax: (02) 4950 0977
facebook.com/SoniaHornery twitter.com/Sonia_Hornery

We are now well into 2020 and one story has dominated the news for
the last few months. I hope all of the Busted Bugle’s readers and
their loved ones are doing well in the wake of the COVID-2019
outbreak.
So far this year, my efforts have been focused on local issues
including infrastructure, unfair road tolls and the Regional Seniors Travel Card.
As you may know, the NSW Government rolled out the Regional Seniors Travel
Card at the beginning of the year. This a $250 prepaid Visa card to be used on
petrol, taxis and things like pre-booked intercity train tickets which would be given to
eligible senionrs. Unfortunately, residents of the City of Newcastle, anyone living in
the Newcastle Local Government Area, were deemed ineligible, and only recipients
of the Aged Pension could access the card—excluding people on the Disability
Support Pension, Carers Allowance and other Government payments.
I launched a petition which you might have seen around, and once we gather ten
thousand signatures on that we will take it to the Parliament and hopefully cause the
Minister to reconsider excluding Newcastle residents from this scheme.
Another unfair decision made recently this Government was tripling the cost of road
tolls on the M2 and M7 motorways for people towing caravans or boats. This has
significantly impacted on local holidaymakers and caravaners, and in concert
Caravan Club NSW, I launched another petition seeking to have this unfair change
reversed. It seems as though we’ve won this fight—the Minister responded to a
Question on Notice lodged by one of my Parliamentary colleagues saying he would
write to Transurban and seek a reversal of this decision.
Many of you would have noticed that the first round of works for Stage 5 of the
Newcastle Inner City Bypass is well underway. This round of works will see the
replacement of the road crossing at Jesmond Park on Newcastle Road with a
pedestrian flyover and will help with traffic congestion in the local area.
City of Newcastle has successfully delivered the first stage of the Wallsend flood
mitigation works with the replacement of the Tyrrell Street Bridge months ahead of
schedule. Unfortunately, Hunter Water Corporation is dragging its feet on the
widening of Ironbark Creek, but I have been in contact with the Minister for Water
and will keep pushing this issue.
Between the bushfire crisis at the beginning of the year and the COVID-19
pandemic, 2020 has been a difficult year. My office is always here if you need help
with any State Government issues, a Justice of the Peace or major wedding
anniversary and birthday congratulatory messages. Please do not hesitate to contact
us if you are in need of assistance with any of these matters, and make sure to
follow my page on Facebook for up-to-the-minute information on local issues and
events.

Sonia Hornery MP
State Member for Wallsend
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March 2020
It’s very disappointing that ANZAC Day commemorations have had to be cancelled
this year due to the ongoing health risks posed by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Given the significant concerns around the spread of the disease, RSL NSW was
forced to make the only decision it could. It would, of course, have been
irresponsible to allow such large gatherings to go ahead.
Still, I know that Australians will find a way of marking ANZAC Day in other ways,
and will continue to pay tribute to all our current and former servicemen and women.
I know of several local communities which are already planning to light candles on
their porches and greet the ANZAC dawn from outside their homes. That spirit of the
ANZACs will never be forgotten.
My annual ANZAC Day booklet is still being produced this year. It will be mailed to all
homes in my electorate in the week leading up to ANZAC Day, so look out for it in
the mailbox.
In other news, I recently met with local police chiefs Danny Sullivan and Brett
Greentree to be briefed on the local response to the COVID-19 pandemic. While
there are clear concerns about the potential for the rate of infection to overwhelm our
health services, the good news is that we are starting with an excellent health
system and there are many measures being taken to make sure our health system
copes.
Along with concerns about health, we are seeing some incredibly ugly and
unnecessary behaviour with people over-purchasing and hoarding many products. If
everyone would just calm down, supply chains will work! It’s not the virus causing
this problem, it’s irrational behaviour!
As Australians we pride ourselves on supporting our mates, our neighbours, our
brothers and sisters. This behaviour is the opposite of that and is causing totally
unwarranted stress particularly to the more vulnerable in our community. For those
sensible, calm people doing the right thing, thank you.
Finally, there's been some confusion about the $250 Regional Seniors Travel Card.
For the record, if you're on an aged pension, a veteran's pension or hold a
Commonwealth Seniors Health Care Card and live in my State electorate of Lake
Macquarie, you ARE eligible for the $250 travel card. The card can be used for fuel,
taxis and pre-booked rail services. You can apply for yours by phoning 13 77 88 or
calling in to the Service NSW centres at Toronto or Warners Bay.
I hope you all stay healthy. LEST WE FORGET.
Regards
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Friends of the 2nd Infantry Battalions

2/2nd Australian Infantry Battalion A.I.F.
World War II – 1939/1945
nd
The 2/2 Australian Infantry Battalion A.I.F., 16th Brigade, 6th Division was raised
at Victoria Barracks, Sydney on 24 October 1939.
The whole of the 2/2nd Australian Infantry Battalion were aboard the Otranto when,
on 10 January 1940 (80 years ago), it was the first troopship to leave Australia for
World War II. The men had shore leave in Perth on 18 January and Colombo on 31
January 1940.
At midnight on 12 February 1940 the Otranto docked at the wharf at El Kantara.
The battalion entrained with officers in a 1st class carriage, W.O.'s and sergeants in
2nd class and other ranks in 3rd class in which the seating was primitive wooden
slats.
Leaving El Kantara at 0300 hours, they crossed the Egypt-Palestine border and
halted at Gaza where British troops supplied them with a cup of tea. Departing from
Gaza they were agreeably surprised by the nature of the rich fertile agricultural
landscape dotted here and there with flourishing orange groves. Troops detrained at
El Majdal. Grey Palestinian buses took them to the tented camp awaiting them at
Julis, a distance of about five miles.
The camp was close to the coast of the Mediterranean Sea, about halfway
between Gaza and Tel Aviv. The terrain was rolling hills with orange groves and Arab
villages. The Jewish settlements or Kibbutz's were further inland.
The camp had been laid out for the Australian's by the 2nd Battalion Black Watch
and the 1st Battalion Hampshire Regiment, two British regular battalions of the
Palestine Garrison.
They had wooden messes, kitchens, canteen and administrative buildings. The
officers were accommodated in bell tents and men in large EPIP tents (European
Personnel Indian Pattern), colloquially known as "Easily Pinched in Palestine."
These tents each held 12 men and as all company lines were straight, the camp had
a neat tidy appearance.
Arch McLellan described his first impressions: "Our new home at Julis was
pleasantly situated on the western side of a hill adjoining an orange grove. Both
officers' and sergeants' messes were sited on the hill-top and commanded a
magnificent view of a wide valley dotted with Arab villages and orange groves. Most
of the country-side was brilliant green with ploughed patches of chocolate earth here
and there."
New British equipment was issued and training commenced with route marches to
toughen the men up after weeks at sea. The Battalion’s training in the Middle East
started at a basic level and developed to battalion, brigade and divisional
manoeuvres. There were exercises with British units using equipment which the
Australians had only seen photographs of - Bren gun carriers, Boys anti-tank rifles
and Bren light machine guns. Specialist courses in the use of signal gear and radios
were conducted.
Leave to Tel Aviv and Jerusalem was available and so the troops explored the
"Holy Land".
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During the month of April, the men began to think that they were becoming an
efficient battalion. Lewis guns were withdrawn and they received their full
establishment of Brens and most of their military vehicles. They dug miles of
trenches and dozens of dugouts. Training increased in intensity.
Towards the end of April they were engaged in exercises in the Hebron Hills, each
company being required to bivouac in these hills for several days and carry out
attack exercises. Communication with the battalion was by the sigs using helio's and
Lucas lamps. During the following weeks and from time to time until they left
Palestine, days were spent in the Jaffa range where all their infantry weapons could
be fired with live ammunition.
As the range was close to Rishon, the heart of the Palestinian wine industry and
the site of a brewery, these manoeuvres were not unpopular. The area was
malarious however and quinine had to be taken to everyone’s disgust.
From Carl Parrott’s memoirs. “The food was lousier than it was at home and there
was little you could do to supplement it except that you could get oranges very
cheap and of great quality, to our surprise. Tomatoes and cucumbers could also be
bought from the locals for a while.
"You were served herrings in tomato sauce and bully beef (tinned corn beef)
regularly and, when eggs were served they were usually boiled. They had no yolks
in them or only part yolks, which indicated that the chooks that laid them were
starved of nutrients.
"Breakfast every morning consisted of a small steak of black skinned boiling
bacon with dark grey fat and a very small boiled potato. It was so small that one of
our Headquarter Company men, F.P. Evans NX1294, took his breakfast up to the
officers' lines in a Log Cabin tobacco tin (the small oblong type) and confronted
Major Edgar, our Company Commander. He asked him if his breakfast was any
better. To his credit Edgar came down to our lines and organized some extra food
but it was nothing flash.
"The officers of course bought extra food from special stores in Palestine that
catered for the British officer class, they being paid more than us. Later on, it came
out that the Battalion quartermaster was fiddling our food rations and he was
tramped out of our unit."
Another source of dissatisfaction was mail from home, and its irregularity and
infrequency was a genuine hardship. The rate was 60 mils (1/6d) for a letter and 30
mils for a card, and this was very hard on married men who had allotted most of their
pay to their wives and were receiving only a shilling a day. At times there was no sea
mail for some months and no air mail for several weeks.
Charlie Stevens - From 'Purple Over Green,
The History of the 2/2 Australian Infantry
Battalion 1939 - 1945' and the Internet.
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PALESTINE, 1940
In the Suez Canal, the Otranto made dock,
At El Kantara. It was midnight by the clock,
The troops disembarked, and at a NAAFI canteen,
Received a hot meal. (For which they were rather keen.)
Then by train ‘cross the Egypt-Palestine border,
To El Majdal, bus to Julis, in that order,
Where a tent camp waited, in the morning sunshine,
The new home for the battalion, in Palestine.
From Julis camp the troops, had a commanding view,
Countryside brilliant green, and ploughed brown patches-new,
Orange groves and Arab villages, far and near,
To the east rose the gaunt mountains of old Judea.
The Black Watch warned them, “beware of Arabs who steal,
Each night you must chain rifles, to tent posts - for real,
And respect the camel’s supercilious nod,
Because he alone knows, the hundredth name of God.”
At the camp, construction jobs, were still under way,
The Aussie-scrounging syndrome soon came into play,
Arab carters of road metal, glad to conform,
When told to “make a drop” by one in uniform.
So several tents quite soon, handsome metal floors gained,
‘Till the Jewish contractor to C.O. complained,
“I don’t mind your men, taking some metal, but why,
Are they taking it faster, than I can supply?”
End of February, saw leave parties begin,
Off to visit Tel Aviv, and Jerusalem,
The holy city always very popular,
Antiquities most sacred here, from near and far.
On tours to Bethlehem, one was able to see,
Jericho and the Garden of Gethsemane,
But the brigadier ordered troops, “Be more discreet,
Stop directing traffic, riding donkeys in the street.”
During the month of April, training was increased,
Full issue of Bren guns, to all platoons released,
With live ammunition, on Jaffa range they trained,
Which was near the brewery, and no one there complained.
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Exercises were engaged, with arms and full packs,
In the Hebron hills, with mock company attacks,
Signalling was done, by Lucas lamp in the night,
Heliograph by day, when they had a line of sight.
Held on Wadi Sara, defensive exercise,
For direction, haystacks used, right before their eyes,
But some haystacks were camels, beneath loads of hay,
Each time they moved they didn’t, take the time to say!
Italy entered the war, on the tenth of June,
In the blackouts troops moved, by the light of the moon,
As the air raids started, being close to the front,
Those Italian bombers, were always on the hunt.
Cross country marches often, through ploughed fields and crops,
Arab boys selling fruit, every time they made stops,
Though days were hot and dry, countryside without shade,
Thirsts easily quenched, with the fruit, when stops were made.
Lieutenant Brock got the name, of “Brock Effendi,”
When his bulk buying of fruit, became quite trendy,
He’d taught himself to speak a little Arabic,
Soon all sales were made through him. (The locals learned quick.”)
Route marches continued, and night exercises,
Patrols in the hills, everyone early risers,
When the bugle played, reveille in the morning,
Seasoned soldiers on parade, bright eyed, no yawning.
The band had been developed, under Albert Lee,
Their turnout every morning, was something to see,
At reveille the stirring marches that were played,
No wonder they were rated—“Best in the brigade.”
Some officers decided to inspect their tent,
So before normal hours, one morning they went,
To their horror they found, several small Arab boys,
Polishing their rifles, and equipment, like toys!
Routine orders came out, Arabs not to be used,
But the awkward situation, was soon defused,
With the rumours circulating, by word of mouth,
The battalion’s next move, would be somewhere down south.
September the first, the end of their Julis stay,
By bus and train to Egypt, they were on their way,
To begin the next chapter—their desert story,
Would it bring them renown, would it bring them glory?
NX42019 Corporal Tas Fallshaw, March 2010.
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What is Happening in Cardiff RSL Sub-Branch?
Hospital Visits by Welfare Officers (postponed until further notice due Coronavirus
(COVID-19) pandemic).
Families (Next-of-Kin) are requested to notify the Sub-Branch if a veteran is laid-up
in hospital and would like a phone call from one of our Welfare Officers.
Funeral Services for Deceased Veterans (postponed until further notice due
Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic)
Information on Pensions
We can assist all members of the Australian Defence Force with establishing your
eligibility to lodge your claim forms for submissions to the Department of Veterans’
Affairs (DVA).
We can assist you to lodge appeals against any decisions by DVA that are not to
your liking.
Wellbeing Toolbox
The Wellbeing Toolbox is an on-line resource for veterans, former serving members
and their families. The wellbeing information and tools are general in nature, so a
wide range of people can benefit from them. The website was developed by
Australian Centre for Posttraumatic Mental Health (ACPMH) funded by DVA
www.wellbeingtoolbox.net.au
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) Services & Providers
If you require DVA Service or Provider, see website https://www.dva.gov.au/providers
or contact the Sub-Branch during office hours as detailed on the front page.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Australian Defence Forces (ADF)
For the latest from the armed services of the Australian Defence Forces
(ADF) check out the respective websites.
The sites have a wide range of interesting articles ranging from history
to present day.
www.navy.gov.au
www.army.gov.au
www.airforce.gov.au
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Kevin Arthur “Dasher” Wheatley VC
The first awarded in the Vietnam War (by Paul Feenan)
Kevin Arthur 'Dasher' Wheatley was born at Surry Hills in
Sydney on 13 March 1937. The son of Raymond George and
Ivy Sarah Ann (nee Newman) Wheatley, he was educated at
Maroubra Junction Junior Technical School.
Wheatley aged 19 years and 2 months enlisted in the
Australian Regular Army on 12 June 1956 and joined 4
Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment (4RAR), following
training.
In March 1957 he transferred to 3RAR where he saw active
service in Malaya from September 1957 to July 1959.
He was promoted to Sergeant in January 1964 and in August to Warrant Officer
Class II. Wheatley was posted to the Australian Army Training Team Vietnam
(AATTV), in Vietnam on 16 March 1965. For his first six months he was attached to
a regular Vietnamese Battalion of the Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) in
Quang Tri province.
In 28 May, Wheatley was assisting ARVN troops in engaging 'elements of a trapped
enemy battalion.' In the course of the action, a young girl ran terrified into the cross
fire. Wheatley ran after the child and both were now fully exposed to enemy fire.
Seizing her, he used his body as a shield and carried her to safety. This action,
though not recognised for an award, was however included in an early draft of his
later Victoria Cross citation.
Another action which was featured in correspondence regarding his VC
recommendation occurred on 18 August 1965. Wheatley was an advisor in an
assault on an enemy held village. When the village was taken the remaining enemy
troops retreated up a nearby slope. Meanwhile ARVN troops had checked their
advance to gather up discarded enemy equipment and supplies. Wheatley carried
on up the slope alone for some distance before being supported by a company of
ARVN which had been urged forward by another Australian advisor. Under heavy
grenade and automatic fire, Wheatley, still in the lead, encouraged his troops to
forward where they 'completely routed the Viet Cong.'
He was recommended for an 'appropriate Australian Medal for heroism' for his
actions on 18 August by Lieutenant Colonel Clarence Bishop, but no action was
taken on this recommendation. The actions of 28 May and 18 August did not appear
in the final draft of the VC citation either, on the advice of General Sir Rodney Moore
from the British Ministry of Defence, who considered that Wheatley's final actions
were sufficient justification for the awarding of his Victoria Cross.
In October 1965, Wheatley was transferred to A Team with the 5th Special Forces
Group under Captain Felix Fazekas. The group was located at the remote base of
Tra Bong in Quang Ngai Province where access to the village was restricted to air
access as the only road in had been cut by the Viet Cong.
On 13 November, Fazekas, Wheatley and Warrant Officer II Ron 'Butch' Swanton
accompanied a unit of the Civil Irregular Defence Group (CIDG), consisting mainly of
Montagnard who were indigenous highland troops, on a search and destroy mission
in an area suspected of containing enemy forces.
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On arrival at their designated area, Wheatley and Swanton's group detached from
the company and moved north east while Fazekas, with the CIDG Commander,
Lieutenant Quang, and two platoons moved off to the north and north-west.
While sweeping through rice paddies near the village of Binh Hoa, Wheatley's
platoon came under enemy sniper fire. A CIDG soldier was wounded as gun fire
from the direction of the village intensified. WO Swanton picked up the wounded
soldier and began to carry him to the relative safety of the jungle beyond the rice
paddies. Wheatley, realising that they faced a superior force, radioed Fazekas for
support. Before they could reach refuge, Swanton suffered a serious gunshot wound
to the abdomen. Wheatley, who had been providing covering fire for Swanton,
rushed to the fallen Australian and radioed for an air strike and medical evacuation
before he began dragging him to cover.
When Wheatley stopped briefly to return fire, CIDG medic, Private Vo Trong Chan,
reached Swanton and bandaged his wound. By now the CIDG troops were
withdrawing to the safety of the jungle and Trong Chan pleaded with Wheatley to
leave the dying Swanton.
Wheatley refused and, under heavy machine gun fire, continued to drag Swanton
toward cover that was still around 200 metres away. When Wheatley neared the
edge of the wooded area, CIDG Private Dinh Do came to assist him to some heavy
undergrowth. Dinh Do, like Trong Chan, pleaded with Wheatley to leave Swanton
but he again refused. When the Viet Cong were within 10 metres, Dinh Do turned
and fled. As he left he saw Wheatley pulling the pins from his last two grenades, as
his other ammunition being exhausted.
The following morning Dinh Do led Fazekas to the spot where he had last seen the
Australians. They found the bodies of Wheatley and Swanton lying in a thicket.
Fazekas wrote in his evidence that they had both been 'shot through the head
several times at ‘close range.' For his actions in attempting to save his wounded
colleague, Wheatley was awarded a posthumous Victoria Cross. It was the first VC
to be awarded to an Australian in this war. The citation for the award reads in part:
'On 13 November 1965 at approximately 1300 hours, a Vietnamese Civil Irregular
Defence Group company commenced a search and destroy operation in the Tra
Bong Valley, 15 kilometres East of Tra Bong Special Forces Camp in Quang Ngai
Province. Accompanying the force were Captain F. Fazekas, senior Australian
Advisor, with the centre platoon. At about 1340 hours, Warrant Officer Wheatley
reported contact with Viet Cong elements. The Viet Cong resistance increased in
strength until finally Warrant Officer Wheatley asked for assistance. Captain
Fazekas immediately organised the centre platoon to help and personally led and
fought it towards the action area. While moving towards this area he received
another radio message from Warrant Officer Wheatley to say that Warrant Officer
Swanton had been hit in the chest, and requested an air strike and an aircraft, for
the evacuation of casualties.
At about this time the right platoon broke in the face of heavy Viet Cong fire and
began to scatter. Although told by the Civil Irregular Defence Group medical
assistant that Warrant Officer Swanton was dying, Warrant Officer Wheatley refused
to abandon him.
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He discarded his radio to enable him to half drag; half carry Warrant Officer
Swanton, under heavy machine gun and automatic rifle fire, out of the open rice
paddies into the comparative safety of a wooded area, some 200 metres away. He
was assisted by a Civil Irregular defence Group member, Private Dinh Do who,
when the Viet Cong were only some ten metres away, urged him to leave his dying
comrade. Again he refused, and was seen to pull the pins from two grenades and
calmly awaited the Viet Cong, holding one grenade in each hand. Shortly afterwards,
two grenade explosions were heard, followed by several bursts of fire.
The two bodies were found at first light next morning after the fighting had ceased,
with Warrant Officer Wheatley lying beside Warrant Officer Swanton. Both had died
of gunshot wounds.
Warrant Officer Wheatley displayed magnificent courage in the face of an
overwhelming Viet Cong force which was later estimated at more than a company.
He had the clear choice of abandoning a wounded comrade and saving himself by
escaping through the dense timber or of staying with Warrant Officer Swanton and
thereby facing certain death. He deliberately chose the latter course. His acts of
heroism, determination and unflinching loyalty in the face of the enemy will always
stand as examples of the true meaning of valour.'
The recommendation of the award of the Victoria Cross to Wheatley initially met with
some mild criticism. Early drafts of the citation described Wheatley as discarding his
rifle, an action that may have merited some censure had he lived. Others pointed to
an obscure ruling by the British High Command in France in 1916 that any action
leading to the awarding of a VC must be 'materially conducive to the gaining of a
victory', though this does not appear in the official warrant for the award.
Correspondence also points to the opinion that as Britain had not agreed to take part
in this controversial and unpopular Vietnam War this most prestigious Imperial
award should not have been awarded. Whatever criticism was levelled, all agreed
that Wheatley's action was of the highest level of valour.
The preamble to the VC citation characterised Wheatley's service as being
'distinguished by meritorious and gallant service.' This was also reflected in the
awarding of the US Silver Star for his part in an operation a few weeks prior to his
death. The South Vietnamese Government honoured Wheatley with a National
Order of the Republic of Vietnam Knight's Badge, a Military Merit Medal and a
Gallantry Cross with Palm. The latter two awards were pinned onto Wheatley's coffin
by a Vietnamese Colonel. Swanton's coffin was similarly decorated.
The repatriation to Australia in 1965 of Wheatley's body was privately funded. The
following year the Australian government announced that it would forthwith fund the
return of the remains of all service personnel who died overseas. Kevin Arthur
Wheatley VC was buried, with full military honours in Pine Grove Cemetery at
Eastern Creek. He was survived by his wife and four children.
His medals came into the Australian War Memorial's collection in 1993.
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Coca-Cola: Morphine Replacement and a By Product
of the American Civil War! (by Paul Feenan)
While not many people may know who John Stith Pemberton
was, almost everyone in the world knows the name of his most
famous creation: Coca-Cola.
The creator was a veteran of the American Civil War, and the
soft drink he invented after the war came about as a direct result
of his participation.
Pemberton was born in Knoxville, Georgia, in 1831, and by the
age of 19, he had earned a medical degree and had become a
talented chemist. After he married in 1853, he moved to
Columbus, Georgia, where he opened a drug store. His lifestyle
John Stith Pemberton
was interrupted when he became involved in the massive
conflict that was to become known as the American Civil War.
Pemberton enlisted in the Confederate Army and was made a First Lieutenant of the
3rd Georgia Cavalry before rising to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. During the last
major battle of the war, the Battle of Columbus in April 1865, Pemberton received a
bad sabre wound to his chest.
Like many thousands of American soldiers from both sides who survived the war
maimed by wounds, Pemberton became addicted to morphine, one of the most
widely-prescribed painkillers of the time and this addiction would be what drove
Pemberton to invent Coca-Cola.

Pemberton realising that his addiction to morphine was becoming debilitating,
decided to work on something that he hoped would cure him and the thousands of
other Americans who were caught in the grip of this terrible addiction.
He moved to Atlanta, and after much experimentation, he formulated a drink he
believed would be able to cure morphine addiction. The drink he labelled
“Pemberton’s French Wine Coca” was advertised as a cure-all of sorts. Pemberton
claimed that it could be used to treat anything from morphine addiction to
depression, alcoholism, impotence, and other conditions.
This early form of Coca-Cola was an alcoholic beverage and was loosely based on
Vin Mariani; an Italian-French medicinal wine with one Pemberton’s key ingredients
being was coca leaf, from which cocaine is derived.
Since Pemberton’s drink contained alcohol, cocaine, and caffeine, it certainly would
have given the user something of a buzz until 1866 when Atlanta instituted
prohibition laws, forcing Pemberton to change the formula of his drink so that it no
longer contained alcohol.
He replaced the alcohol with sugar syrup and citric acid to temper the excessive
sweetness and his new concoction was distributed to various pharmacies throughout
Atlanta where it was sold as syrup to be mixed with plain water to create the drink.
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After some time a clerk at one pharmacy decided to use soda water instead of water,
and with that the modern Coca-Cola was born.
The name Coca-Cola was invented by bookkeeper Frank Robinson based on two of
the drink’s active ingredients. ‘Coca-Cola’ and having a great ring to it, the name
quickly stuck.
Unfortunately for Pemberton, while his drink had begun to achieve a measure of
commercial success, it had not performed its primary function failing to cure him of
his morphine addiction.
Running into financial difficulties, Pemberton began to sell shares in his Coca-Cola
Company, sometimes in a rather chaotic and haphazard manner that was no doubt
due to his morphine and cocaine addictions. This resulted in a number of different
companies in the late 1880s that were all using the name Coca-Cola claiming to be
selling the genuine product.
The drink’s eventual nationwide success can largely be attributed to one of the
shareholders, Asa Candler, a pharmacist who eventually ended up owning the
company after Pemberton contracted stomach cancer in 1888.
Pemberton had believed that his drink could become a national hit and wanted his
son Charles to keep some shares in the Company, however Charles who had
developed a severe opium addiction also wanted money, so father and son sold twothirds of their shares in the company to Candler before Pemberton passed away
from his illness in late 1888, his only son passed shortly after.
By this time, Candler had managed to achieve complete ownership of the Coca-Cola
company, and it was largely due to his genius with marketing and his sharp business
acumen that Coca-Cola went on to become a national – and then international –
success.
John Stith Pemberton will likely be remembered first and foremost as the inventor of
the most popular soft drink in the world, but it is important to remember that had he
not fought in the American Civil War, the drink would likely never have been
invented.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Predictions that Missed the Mark
In 1894, the president of the Royal Society, William Thomson, Lord Kelvin, predicted
that radio had no future. The first radio factory was opened five years later.
Today, there are more than one billion radio sets in the world, tuned to more than 33
000 radio stations around the world.
He also predicted that heavier-than-air flying machines were impossible. The Wright
Brother’s first flight covered a distance equal to only half the length of the wingspan
of a Boeing 747.
He also said, “X-rays will prove to be a hoax.”
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The Bugle Puzzles
Arrow Words

Sudoku
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COOKING
Creamy Chicken & Sweet Potato Bake
Preparation time: 20 minutes
Cooking Time: 45 minutes
Serves: 6
Ingredients
 1.1kg sweet potatoes, peeled, cut into 5mm-slices.
 300ml Creme Fraiche.
 125ml (½ cup) Cooking Cream.
 2 garlic cloves, crushed.
 1 tablespoon chopped fresh tarragon.
 200g meat from barbecue chicken, shredded.
 2 green shallots, chopped.
 105g (1 ¼ cups) grated cheddar cheese.
Cooking method
1. Preheat oven to 200C/180C fan forced. Place the sweet potato in a large
microwave-safe bowl with 60ml (¼ cup) water. Cover with two sheets of plastic
wrap. Cook in the microwave on High for 8 minutes or until tender. Drain and
set aside.
2. Meanwhile, lightly grease a 6cm-high 30 x 20cm (base measurement) baking
dish. Combine the creme fraiche, cooking cream, garlic and tarragon in a jug.
Season.
3. Layer the sweet potato, chicken, shallot and 80g (1 cup) of the cheese in the
prepared dish, pouring a little of the cream mixture between each layer. Pour
the remaining cream mixture over the top. Scatter over the remaining cheese
and bake for 30-35 minutes or until golden and the cheese is melted and
bubbling. Set aside for 10 minutes before serving.

Why do the French eat snails?
They don't like fast food.
I ordered 2000 lbs. of Chinese Soup.
It was Won Ton.
What happens if you eat yeast and shoe polish?
Every morning you will rise and shine!
I made a mistake at the grocery store. I went to get 6 Sprites.
Accidentally picked 7up.
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Answers for Puzzles
Arrow Words Puzzle
Answers

Sudoku Puzzle
Answers

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Electronic Future
The telephone was not widely appreciated for the first 15 years because people did
not see a use for it. In fact, in the British parliament it was mentioned there was no
need for telephones because “we have enough messengers here.” Western Union
believed that it could never replace the telegraph.
In 1876, an internal memo read: “This telephone has too many shortcomings to be
seriously considered as a means of communication.” Even Mark Twain, upon being
invited by Alexander Graham Bell to invest $5 000 in the new invention, could not
see a future in the telephone.
In 1927, H.M. Warner, Warner Brothers, asked, “Who the hell wants to hear actors
talk?” In 1936, Radio Times editor Rex Lambert thought “Television won’t matter in
your lifetime or mine.”
In 1943, Thomas Watson, the chairman of IBM forecast a world market for “maybe
only five computers.” Years before IBM launched the personal computer in 1981,
Xerox had already successfully designed and used PCs internally… but decided to
concentrate on the production of photocopiers. Even Ken Olson, founder of Digital
Equipment Corporation, said in 1977, “There is no reason anyone would want a
computer in their home.”
After the invention of the transistor in 1947, several US electronics companies
rejected the idea of a portable radio. Apparently it was thought nobody would want to
carry a radio around. When Bell put the transistor on the market in 1952 they had
few takers apart from a small Japanese start-up called Sony. They introduced the
transistor radio in 1954.
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Change of Address
If you have moved house and not updated your details with the Sub-Branch, fill in
the Change of Address Notification and either post it (snail mail) or hand deliver it to
the Sub-Branch office so your details can be updated. You can also use the form to
update your Phone numbers and email address if you wish to do so.
Surname:

First Name:

Second Name:

_______________

___________

___________

Spouse's / Partner's Name
_______________

___________

___________

Address:
__________________________________________
Suburb
_______________
Home Phone No.
(_ _) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

State

Postcode

___

____

Mobile Phone No.
____ ___ ___

email Address
__________________________________________
Yes / No (please circle)
Do you wish to receive email correspondence?
Consent to photographic and digital images and/or audio
Yes / No (please circle)
and visual recordings.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Centre of the Universe
In the 6th century BC Greek mathematician Pythagoras said that earth is round – but
few agreed with him. Greek astronomer Aristarchos said in the 3rd century BC that
earth revolves around the sun – but the idea was not accepted.
In the 2nd century BC Greek astronomer Erastosthenes accurately measured the
distance around the earth at about 40,000 km (24,860 miles) – but nobody believed
him.
In the 2nd century AD Greek astronomer Ptolemy stated that earth was the center of
the universe – most people believed him for the next 1,400 years.
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Memorabilia
If you have any information about the items in our display cases regarding who
donated them, please contact the Sub-Branch Office during office hours as we have
the items catalogued in an Assets Register and would like to establish ownership
details.

DISCLAIMER: This newsletter is produced for the membership of Cardiff RSL SubBranch and complimentary copies are also distributed to interested parties. It is written
with care, in good faith and from sources believed to be accurate at the time of printing.
However, readers should not act, nor refrain from acting, solely on the basis of
information in this newsletter about financial, taxation or any other matter. Readers,
having regard to their own particular circumstances, should consult the relevant
authorities or other advisors with expertise in the particular field, Neither the Cardiff RSL
Sub-Branch, nor the management committee or editorial staff, accept any responsibility
for actions taken by readers.
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Dear Members & Guests.
It is a sad day as we are forced to close our doors from today.
But the saying goes "The greater your storm, the brighter your rainbow". We will be
back to continue to be a big part of our community as soon a we can.
We wish all of our members & guests the best of health during this time and
remember there is always someone who will listen to your concerns.
Lifeline Hunter Central Coast 13 11 14
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